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Robins
3-day
forecast
Courtesy of 78th
OSS/OSW

Today
Mostly cloudy
with scattered
p.m. showers 77/59

Saturday
Morning rain
then partly
cloudy 74/60

Sunday
Partly cloudy 

67/42
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By Ms. Lanorris Askew
lanorris.askew@robins.af.mil

The Warner Robins Air
Logistics Center has been slat-
ed to receive approximately
$36 million over the next five
years to expand the capacity

for C-17 Globemaster III
workload here.

The money comes as part of
a $99.5 million dissemination
of Air Force funds. According
to Robins officials, the funds
will be used to purchase capital
equipment and related activa-

tion resources to support the C-
17. 

The Air Force and Boeing
have also reached a precedent-
setting agreement for Boeing to
make a $62 million investment
over five years in activating
repair workloads at the three air

logistics centers.
The lion’s share of Robins’

$36 million will be used for
avionic components with the
remaining funds covering
additional airframe infrastruc-
ture.

“The commitments we have

right now are primarily in
avionics,” said Mr. Dave Silva,
C-17 System Support
Management deputy chief.
“We will be making invest-
ments in the technical repair

By Ms. Holly J. Logan
holly.logan@robins.af.mil

As early as June, a new policy will change how
civil service employees climb the corporate ladder.  

That policy - the 2004 National Defense
Authorization Act - includes changes to civilian
pay, overtime and leave.

Mr. Michael O’Hara, Center chief personnel
officer, said the policy
will change the core
aspects of the civilian
appraisal and compensa-
tion system. 

It calls for the imple-
mentation of pay bands -
grouping grades together
- to allow supervisors
and managers to recog-
nize the most hard-work-
ing individuals by a graduated movement through
the pay band system.

“Certainly, the impact will be very apparent and
will be the largest change I’ve been involved in dur-
ing the 31 years or so that I’ve worked for the gov-
ernment,” Mr. O’Hara said. “There are fundamen-
tal changes on the way. It’s not a matter of ‘if,’ it’s
a matter of ‘when.’”

The changes are the first to impact both general
schedule and wage grade employees alike. The leg-
islation has launched the National Security
Personnel System - the biggest overhaul of the gov-
ernment’s civilian personnel system in decades.

In previous reports, Defense Secretary Donald
H. Rumsfeld has called the changes “transforma-
tional.”  And President George Bush has agreed,
saying the bill “also advances the vital work of
transforming the personnel system for civilian
defense workers so we can put the right person in
the right job to meet the challenges we face.” 

Other changes include:

Pay, grade
changes on
the way for
civilians

Who to call
For more informa-

tion on policy
changes, contact the
Civilian Personnel
Office at 926-3805
extension 159 or 160.

U.S. Air Force photos by Ms. Sue Sapp

By Ms. Lanorris Askew
lanorris.askew@robins.af.mil

According to Mr. Al Fatkin,
the Air Force decision to keep
C-5 depot maintenance work at
Robins was the natural choice,
but recent success stories may
have helped it along.

One of those success stories
was last year’s record 23 in ’03,
where 23 C-5 aircraft were pro-
duced from the Center’s pro-
gram depot maintenance line as
opposed to the previous year’s
17. 

The Strategic Airlift
Directorate’s deputy director
said this feat was accomplished
as the number of flow days con-
tinued to dwindle from 289 per
aircraft to the current 213.
Decreasing the total depot
maintenance overhaul time
meant more aircraft availability
to the war fighter.

“I give the credit to the entire
work force,” he said “They all
brought us to where we are
today.”

Approximately 800 people at

Robins are affected by this deci-
sion and according to Mr. Fatkin
morale is soaring.

“I think their hard work is
finally paying off and their
heads are held high,” he said.

The seven-year contract
between Robins and the Air
Force for C-5 maintenance was
set to expire in September, but
with this recent decision to

forgo public-private competi-
tion, the work will stay with the
Center in organic or in-house
status. 

Although success stories may
be the icing on the cake, Mr.
Fatkin said other contributing
factors may have had some play
in the decision making process.

A Headquarters Air Force Materiel Command
team will assess sexual assault climate, policies
and programs at Robins Tuesday in one of 10
such installation visits scheduled for March.

A member or members of the AFMC team will
be available to meet privately with individuals by
appointment between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. at the
Base Chapel conference room, Building 769
across from the Base Theater, to discuss the sex-
ual assault climate and effectiveness of programs.  

Those interested should call the Center
Inspector General's Office at 926-5111 to sched-
ule an appointment. Depending on the number of
people who call, provisions will be made for tele-
phone interviews after the team's two-week round
of visits to AFMC installations is completed.

The team will meet during the day with base
leadership, first sergeants and others as part of the
fact-finding trip.  It will also conduct a focus
group and community survey.  

– From staff reports

ORI countdown: 
69 days

A lot goes on behind the
scenes to mobilize military
forces.    

When units receive a
tasking, the unit deploy-
ment manager ensures
deployment eligibility.  The
UDM matches the person-
nel Air Force Specialty
Code to the unit type code
tasking.  Once matched, the
UDM uses the personnel
deployment processing
checklist to ensure people
meet requirements for
deployment.  Items on the
checklist include stops to
legal, finance, family sup-
port, immunizations, and
force health management.
The unit ensures the
Deployment Requirements
Manning Document is
signed by the unit comman-
der before people process.
If a change is needed
because the unit can’t fill a
tasking, then the unit sub-
mits a shortfall request to
the Installation Deployment
Officer.                   

Once the UTC has been
filled and the unit is ready to
process, the UDM ensures
the appropriate weapons
and ammunition are signed
for and distributed. The
deploying members receive
initial issue of personal pro-
tective equipment and
chemical warfare ensemble.
After receiving their mobil-
ity bag issue, the deploying
people process through the
Personnel Deployment
Function processing line.
The PDF line is not estab-
lished for personnel to use
solely as a means to initiate
or complete individual pro-
cessing.  The PDF line is set
up to assist in last minute
substitutions, changes or
extenuating circumstances.
Once people have
processed through the PDF
line, they are manifested
and moved to a controlled
area until boarding the air-
craft.  During that waiting
period, a couple of manda-
tory briefings (Intelligence
and Religious Sensitivity)
are provided.       

– By Maj. Jerame
Cohen, 78th LRS

Sen. Chambliss set
to speak at O Club

Sen. Saxby Chambliss
will address the members of
the Air Force Association
and Reserve Officers
Association March 15 at the
Officers’ Club. Members
are encouraged to attend
and can make reservations
by calling Ms. Jeane Paris
at 926-6549 or e-mailing
jeane.paris@robins.af.mil.
Lunch is $12. Credit card
and payment information
will be needed at the time of
reservation. The luncheon
starts at 11:45 a.m., but
members are asked to be at
the club and in their seat by
11:30. Reservations must be
received by 3 p.m.
Thursday.

– From staff reports

Robins gets $36M for C-17 work

Please see C-17, 2A

100 percent ID checks mandated

Assessment team
heads to Robins

Please see PAY, 2A

U.S. Air Force file photo by Ms. Sue Sapp
Robins will continue to maintain the C-5. About 800 people here are
affected by this decision.

Headquarters Air Force has directed 100 per-
cent ID checks at all Air Force, Air Force
Reserve Command and Air National Guard

installations effective immediately. The reason is to
establish a long-term baseline security policy to protect
Air Force personnel and operations.  Robins should
expect variability in base security measures in
response to changing force protection conditions. 

Above, Airman 1st Class Darryl Mosely, 78th Security
Forces Squadron, checks IDs at Gate 2 Thursday
afternoon. 

Right, Sgt. Malinda Seldon, 1177th Transportation
Company from LaGrange, Ga., positions a detour
cone outside Gate 2.

C-5 workload will remain

Please see C-5, 2A



National Security Personnel
System  

The Secretary of Defense and the
director of the Office of Personnel
Management are now provided with the
authority to establish a new human
resources management system, includ-
ing a new labor relations system, for
DoD employees.  The act provides the
Defense secretary with the authority to
establish separation and retirement
incentives and additional staffing flexi-
bilities.  

Modification of the overtime
hourly pay cap

The act modifies the hourly overtime
pay cap for Federal employees who are
exempt from the overtime pay provi-
sions of the Fair Labor Standards Act.
For exempt employees entitled to over-
time pay, the hourly rate is the greater of
either one and one-half times the mini-
mum hourly rate of basic pay for GS-10
including any applicable pay adjust-
ments, or the employee’s own hourly
rate of basic pay including pay adjust-
ments.  Those changes became effective
Nov. 24. The Office of Personnel

Management is amending its regulations
to reflect this new provision.  

Military leave for mobilized federal
civilian employees 

Employees who perform full-time
military service, as a result of a call or
order to active duty in support of a con-
tingency operation, are now entitled to
22 days of military leave each calendar
year.  An employee is entitled to the
greater of his or her civilian or military
pay, not both.  However, an employee
may choose to take annual leave instead
of military leave in order to retain both
civilian and military pay.  The amend-
ment applies to military service per-
formed on or after Nov. 24, 2003.

Senior Executive Service Pay 
The act establishes a new perfor-

mance-based pay system for members of
the Senior Executive Service, ends local-
ity-based comparability payments for
senior executives, and changes the
threshold for imposing post-employ-
ment restrictions on certain senior exec-
utives. A memorandum on the new SES
pay system is available at
www.opm.gov/oca/compmemo/2003/
2003-19.

Editor’s Note: Air Force Personnel
Center News Service contributed to this
article. 
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U.S. Air Force photo by Ms. Sue Sapp
Ms. Andrea Deynzer takes advantage of the warmer temperatures Tuesday
afternoon. Her 16-month-old daughter, Marianna, enjoys the stroll, too.

A little spring in her step

center starting this year and
we’ve already done some of
that by procuring automatic
test equip-
ment that
should be
delivered this
summer.”

Mr. Silva
said while the
focus will be
on avionics,
growing air-
frame work
on the C-17 is
also a part of
the picture.
But fewer funds will be invest-
ed in airframe work because
much can be done with exist-
ing resources, and it’s still a
priority for this Center. 

The SSM deputy said they
are buying automatic test
equipment to use for C-17
component repair, but as that
capability is built, Boeing will
come to the three ALCs and
contract with them to start the
increase of the organic work-
load on the aircraft.

Although funds are allocat-
ed through fiscal year 2008,
there are plans to bring more
work in beyond that time.

“We could start bringing
some software work around
fiscal year 2009,” he said.

Robins started off working
on the C-17 by doing
Analytical Condition
Inspections for a couple of
years. Last year, the Center
moved into C-17 aircraft mod-
ifications. That work is steadi-
ly increasing; the hours are
going up some time this sum-
mer as a second aircraft will be
here full time.    

“Our goal is to increase our
capabilities so we can be a
repair source for Boeing in a
lot of areas,” he said. “We have
planned investments in the
next few years in avionics so
that will grow significantly.
This underscores the Air
Force’s commitment to the
logistics centers. The future is
bright.”

C-17
Continued from 1A

Where the C-17 funding goes
The Air Force identified $99.5 million over five years for pur-

chasing C-17 capital equipment and related activation for the C-
17 workload.  The three air logistics centers will each receive a
portion. $21M to Ogden Air Logistics Center, at Hill Air Force
Base, Utah, $36M to Warner Robins Air Logistics Center and
$37M to Oklahoma City, air logistics center at Tinker Air Force
Base, Okla., with the remainder going to Boeing for activation
support.  The fiscal 2004 funds are called Air Force Materiel
Command Transformational dollars for organic depot activation.
The funding for 2005-2008 is Air Mobility Command organic
depot activation funding. 

What to know
According to C-17 offi-

cials capitalized assets or
equipment are items that
have an estimated useful
life of two years or more,
are not intended for sale in
the ordinary course of busi-
ness, are intended to be
used by the Air Force or
available for use by the Air
Force and original acquisi-
tion cost is equal to or
greater than $100,000.
Related activation
resources can include tech-
nical orders, technical data,
training and facilities.Mr. Dave

Silva

What to know
What will change under NSPS?
Some aspects of:
�Staffing (hiring, assignment,

promotion and advancement,
removal, reduction in force) 

�Pay administration (including
certain premium pay) 

�Classification (job descriptions,
grade level assignments) 

�Performance management 
�Labor management relations 
�Discipline, adverse actions, and

employee appeals 
What will NOT change under

NSPS?
�Requirement to adhere to merit

system principles 
�Prohibited personnel practices 
�Anti-discrimination rules 
�Rules on leave and attendance,

and travel and subsistence expens-
es 

�Retirement, health benefits,
and life insurance benefits 

�Firefighter pay 
�Pay for political executives 
�Rules governing training 
�Safety and drug abuse pro-

grams 
For more information, go to

www.cpms.osd.mil/nsps/overview.
html

PAY
Continued from 1A

U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Mary Smith
A new Joint Surveillance Target Attack Radar System aircraft
was delivered to the 116th Air Control Wing Feb. 26. The
116th ACW now has 16 JSTARS aircraft with the final plane
to be delivered approximately one year from now. 

New to the fleet 

Legality is one of them.
“Federal law mandates that at least

half of all the Air Force depot mainte-
nance dollars be spent at organic facili-
ties such as Robins,” he said. “The Air
Force has had trouble meeting that
requirement, and if we were to contract
out the C-5 workload that would make
that problem much worse.”

Looking at the past year of achieve-
ment one would never guess that a few
years ago the C-5 was not one of the
things Robins bragged about.

“There have been some rough days,”
he said. “We had some technical chal-
lenges but we made it through. I can’t
say enough about the workforce and
what they have accomplished.” 

As for the future, Mr. Fatkin looks for-
ward to continued improvements in parts
support depot performance and increas-
ing the aircraft availability to give the
war fighter more capability and airlift
than they would have otherwise.

Currently the Air Force fleet viability
board is working on what will be done
with the 60 C-5 A models that will be left
after 14 are retired over the next two
years. The options are to buy more C-17s
and retire the A models or re-engine and
modernize the A models.

C-5
Continued from 1A

What to know
The C-5 Galaxy, the C-17

Globemaster III and the C-141 Starlifter
are partners in Air Mobility Command's
strategic airlift concept. The aircraft carry
fully equipped combat-ready military
units to any point in the world on short
notice, and then provide field support
required to help sustain the fighting force.



By Ms. Tonya McClure
Museum of Aviation

Even though they were
considered second-class citi-
zens, they were willing to die
protecting their fellow sol-
diers - fellow white soldiers. 

Later known as the
Tuskegee Airmen, the more
than 900 black pilots who
graduated from Tuskegee
Airfield didn’t know they
were making history, but they
did know what was at stake if
they failed.

“We knew if we failed, the
consequences would fall not
just on us, but on future gen-
erations,” Mr. Val Archer, one
of the original Tuskegee
Airmen, said.

And succeed they did.

They went from cooks, stew-
ards and infantry men to pilots
and officers who flew more
than 200 missions and never
lost a plane. 

In commemoration of
Black History Month, the
Museum of Aviation hosted
Mr. Archer and other mem-
bers of the Tuskegee Airmen
in a forum where they relived
history with fellow veterans,
average citizens, military per-
sonnel and children of all
ages. 

The Airmen told of their
experiences - the good and the
bad - and their feelings of
pride about their contributions
to World War II.  

And they spoke of the lega-
cy they left behind. 

“We wanted to fight for our

country; to fight for freedom,”
Mr. Archer said. 

A former flight engineer,
he said that even though they
were respected by the white
soldiers, they still faced dis-
crimination. It was difficult
for black soldiers to receive
promotions, and segregation
was still an issue.   

Due to the rigid pattern of
racial segregation in the U.S.
before and during WWII, an
isolated training complex was
set up near the town of
Tuskegee, Ala., at Tuskegee
Institute. 

Over the next several
years, more than 1,000 black
pilots, navigators, bom-
bardiers and crewmen were
trained to participate in the
conflicts of war. Many

remained in military service
after the war, prompting full
integration of the Air Force in
1949.

Education is the driving
force behind these Airmen.
They spend countless hours
speaking to school groups and
holding forums like the one at
the Museum of Aviation. 

Although the original
members won’t be around
forever, they hope that
younger members will contin-
ue to tell the story of a proud
people who wanted to defend
their country. 
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U.S. Air Force photo by Ms. Tonya McClure
The Museum of Aviation hosted members of the Tuskegee
Airmen in a forum where they relived history with fellow veter-
ans, average citizens, military personnel and children.

Airmen remember Tuskegee

By Ms. Lanorris Askew
lanorris.askew@robins.af.mil

The Air Force put its first battery
dominant, hydrogen fuel cell hybrid
bus into operation during a ceremony
at Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii,
Feb. 19. 

The ceremony marked the culmi-
nation of months of teamwork
between the Air Force industry and
Hawaii’s local government. Col.
David T. Nakayama, Support
Equipment and Vehicle Management
Directorate director, said this new
advancement could fuel the future
expeditionary nature of the Air
Force.

“The term expeditionary refers to
our ability to rapidly deploy from our
fixed bases and operate for extended
periods of time from forward loca-
tions,” he said. “Those locations are
known as ‘bare bases’ because of
their lack of fixed facilities and infra-
structure.”

Since many of these locations are
inaccessible by ground or sea, their
re-supply must come by air.  

The colonel said as a career logis-
tician with experience at both the tac-
tical and operational levels, one of
the greatest challenges associated
with supporting such bare bases is
moving in sufficient amounts of tra-
ditional fossil fuels.  

“Alternative power options, such
as hydrogen fuel cells, offer the
potential of revolutionizing how we
support these forces,” he said.  “If we
can reduce the logistics support trail -
even if just in the area of fossil fuels
- we can increase the mobility and
effectiveness of our forces, wherever
they are deployed - be it for combat
operations, humanitarian relief, or

any other mission.”   
According to Robins officials, the

story of this milestone began in fiscal
2002 when the High Technology
Development Corporation, or
HTDC, received funding from
Robins Advanced Alternative Power
Technology Transformation Office,
or A2PT2O, to develop a zero-emis-
sion bus with advanced chemistry

batteries to increase the range on a
single charge for Hickam. 

While the initial battery assess-
ment was underway, advances in
hydrogen fuel cells were reported.
The decision was made to combine
fiscal 2003 funds with the ongoing
bus project and develop a fuel cell
and battery hybrid vehicle now.  

Mr. Carl Perazzola, Robins

A2PT2O chief, approved the initia-
tive’s funding, and the lead contrac-
tor for the bus project, Enova
Systems, was joined by another com-
pany, Hydrogenics, to develop the
first fuel cell vehicle in the State of
Hawaii.  

The two companies collaborated,
developed the fuel cell system, and
integrated the system into the bus.  

What to know
The $1 million alternative fuel

bus is the first of its kind and will
be used at Hickam Air Force
Base, Hawaii as a shuttle for base
personnel, distinguished visitors
and air crews. 

The bus will undergo a one-
year data collection and analysis
effort while operating under daily
routine service conditions.  The
information will assist Air Force
management with future procure-
ment decisions, technology devel-
opment, and demonstration deci-
sions. Following the evaluation,
the bus will continue in routine
service.  

How it works
Hydrogen refueling will be

accomplished initially through the
use of a tube trailer connected to
a compressor, storage cylinders,
and dispensing unit.  This trailer
will be refilled locally as required.
Future plans call for the establish-
ment of a hydrogen generation
and dispensing station.  

The batteries will be kept
charged by the fuel cell during
operation, but they also can be
charged by routine plug-in charg-
ing and rapid charging as is used
with the first electric bus at
Hickam Air Force Base.  

Hydrogen technology drives forward

Submited photos
The Air Force unveils its first battery dominant, hydrogen fuel cell hydrid bus, above right, during a ceremony at
Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii, Feb. 19.  Above, participants included, from left to right, Mr. Pierre Rivard, chief exec-
utive officer, Hydrogenics; Mr. Carl Perry, chief executive officer, Enova Systems; Col. David T. Nakayama, director of
Support Equipment and Vehicle Management Directorate; Mr. Kahu Kordell Kekoa, chaplain, Kamehameha Schools;
Mr. Ted Liu, director, Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism, State of Hawaii; Col. Raymond
Torres, commander, 15th Airlift Wing, Hikam Air Force Base, Hawaii; and Sen. Daniel Inouye of Hawaii.
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By Ms. Holly J. Logan
holly.logan@robins.af.mil

If you’re an Air Force civilian with a per-
sonnel problem and you’ve come to the
Customer Service Office - you’ve come to the
right place.

Ms. Evonie Fowler and Ms.
Lynn Novosel, program support
clerks in the Civilian Personnel
Customer Service Office, take
care of just about everything.

The two spend their day help-
ing Robins civil service employees with the
Thrift Savings Plan and life insurance benefi-
ciary changes along with a host of other things.

On average, the two answer about 40 ser-
vice calls and help more than 15 walk-in cus-
tomers a day.

“It’s my job to help people,” Ms. Fowler
said. “I’m a people person. I get to meet lots of
people in this job. If I can help even one per-
son, I feel like I’ve done my job well.”

From issuing career briefs verifying civilian
employment to supplying administrative
forms, Ms. Fowler, who became part of the
Customer Service Office Feb. 9, said she

enjoys having the opportunity to make a per-
son’s day a little better by helping meet their
needs. 

Ms. Novosel, who processes new Air Force
civilian employees’ security investigations at
the base, agreed that working with people is
one of perks of her job.

“I’m a very people-oriented person,” she
said. “I like talking to people, and I get to do
that daily.”

The

BIG
picture

By Mrs. Chris Zdrakas
chris.zdrakas@robins.af.mil

One by one, 97 military
members stepped forward to
receive a simple certificate -
simple, but filled with
promise.  The certificates pro-
claimed them United States
citizens and marked their
threshold to greater opportu-
nity.

Twelve of the 97 were
Airmen from Robins, part of
the first in this area’s mass
naturalization ceremonies
made possible because of a
new accelerated process for
military members.  A ceremo-
ny also is planned at Robins
in the coming weeks.

Ms. Kathi Park, human
resource assistant in the
Military Personnel Flight, put
hours into assembling paper-
work and coordination lead-
ing up to the ceremony one
week ago at Fort Benning,
Ga.  Mr. Eduardo Aguirre Jr.,
director of the U.S.
Department of Homeland
Security’s Citizenship and
Immigration Services, admin-
istered the Citizen’s Oath and
presented certificates, assisted
by Ms. Rosemary L.
Melville, district director for
Atlanta of the US Citizenship
and Immigration Services.  

“It made me feel good
that I could help these peo-
ple,” Ms. Park said.  “I have
worked with them so much
they are like sons and daugh-
ters to me.  I received many
hugs and thank yous from

those we have been able to
help.  One of them even sent
me flowers.”

Master Sgt. Jack Ladley of
the 54th Combat
Communications Squadron,
who was there with a member
of his squadron, said the cere-
mony was “a phenomenal
event.”

“To see so many young
men and women - some
already combat veterans -
take the step to becoming
U.S. citizens was incredible.
The commitment these folks
have already shown to this
nation leaves me in awe.”

Ms. Park said she found
among the Airmen a sense of
excitement and hope that
brought her and others wit-
nessing the ceremony a
renewed sense of pride in
America.

“Citizenship is too often
something we take for grant-
ed,” she said.  “Being a part
of the emotion of a natural-
ization ceremony changes all
that.  There’s something
about the sea of flags the new
citizens are waving at the cer-
emony’s conclusion that
inspires a great deal of patrio-
tism.”

Citizenship ‘a dream
you have’

Airman 1st Class
Francisco Magana-Zaragoza,
who came to the United
States five years ago from
Guanajuaco, Mexico, hopes
to become an Air Force offi-

cer one day.  Seven family
members were with him to
witness the ceremony, the
new beginning he had hoped
for since stepping on
American soil.

“When you come to this
country, becoming a citizen is
a dream you have,” he said.
“This is something that is
really important - special - in
my life.  I had tears at the cer-
emony, and I’ll remember it
always.”

At 23, the single Airman
has been in the Air Force for
17 months.  He said he is
looking forward to being in
the Air Force for many years.

A big step 

“There’s a sense of pride
when you’re an American cit-
izen,” Airman 1st Class Nila
Hay said.  “I’ve been living
here in the U.S. nearly my
whole life, so to me, I’ve
always been an American.
After Sept. 11, 2001, I’ve
never felt so patriotic holding
an American flag.

“Joining the military gave
me a chance to serve, protect
and defend the country.  It
was a big step towards my
goal.   It’s my way of saying
‘thank you’ to the men and
women in uniform who went
over to my country and
fought for our freedom.”

Airman Hay and his family
came to the United States
from the Philippines seeking
a new life.  His parents are
Cambodian, his mother a full

Cambodian and his father
half Chinese and half
Cambodian.  

Airman Hay was in the
Junior ROTC program before
joining the Air Force.  He
hopes one day to fly an F-15,
or “just fly,” a career path that
would have been closed to
him without citizenship.
College and starting his own
business are also in his future
plans. 

Expanding options

Airman 1st Class Pheth
Lovahn, his parents and seven
siblings came from Laos 16
years ago when he was 19.  

“I waited a long time to be
a citizen,” he said.  “I guess I
felt I earned it and appreciat-
ed it a lot more than most
people.  I felt both relief and
satisfaction at the ceremony,
and although I didn’t show it,
I felt emotion.”

Airman Lovahn said he
believes the emotion is tied
into being able to become a
part of the future history of
America.

Thought process would
take longer

Senior Airman Luis A.
Colladdo, who is 23 and mar-
ried, is a native of the
Dominican Republic and has
lived in the U.S. for 17 years.
He said he decided to join the
Air Force because it offered
educational benefits and a
chance to serve his country.

“I felt naturalization was a
step I needed to take ... to
make the final jump into
being a citi-
zen.  I’m
already serv-
ing my coun-
try; I wanted
to feel like
part of the
country,” he
said.  

He was
surprised the
process didn’t
take longer.
Ms. Park said
the process
formerly took
more than
two years,
but that has
been short-
ened to as
few as 17
days in the
wake of 9-11.
Military
members who
are not citi-
zens have
limited
options, she
said, among
them, qualify-
ing for reen-
listment, pro-
motion to the
staff sergeant
level and
higher, and
ineligibility
for assign-
ments requir-
ing a security
clearance.

12 Robins Airmen assume another title:  U.S. citizen

Who took the
oath

The newly naturalized
Airmen from Robins are:

Senior Airman Marvin
R. Arita, 78th Civil
Engineer Squadron

Airman 1st Class
Francisco Magana-
Zaragoza, 78th Civil
Engineer Squadron

Staff Sgt. Cesar Vega,
78th Civil Engineer
Squadron 

Airman 1st Class
Percy A. Villacorta, 78th
Civil Engineer Squadron 

Senior Airman Luis A.
Colladdo, 78th Medical
Squadron

Senior Airman Meng J.
Wu, 78th Aeromedical
Squadron

Airman 1st Class
Kareem A. Edwards,19th
Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron

Airman 1st Class Nila
Hay, 78th Logistics
Readiness Squadron

Airman 1st Class
Pheth Lovahn, 78th
Logistics Readiness
Squadron 

Airman 1st Class John
R. Nacinopa, 54th Combat
Communications Squadron

Senior Airman Daniel I.
Reis, 52nd Combat
Communication Squadron

Senior Airman Wadkey
Valcin, 78th Mission
Support Squadron

Airman 1st
Class Nila

Hay 

Airman 1st
Class Pheth

Lovahn

Airman 1st
Class

Francisco
Magana-
Zaragoza

By Ms. Holly J. Logan
holly.logan@robins.af.mil

A new group at Robins is helping single
parents manage the juggling act of work
and family. 

Staff Sgt. Tim Montjoy, information
manager for the 78th Mission Support
Squadron, who has been a single parent to
his 5-year-old daughter, Bethany, for two
years, started the Robins Single Parent
Group last month to give single parents a
network of support.

“When I came to Robins from Korea,
my daughter came to live with me full-
time,” he said. “There were little things as
a single parent that people brought to my
attention. I started the group so that others
could get that kind of information in a sup-
port group and see there are others of us
out there.”

The group, opened to all base single
parents and parents whose spouses are
deployed, has drawn 12 members to date,
offering parents information on child care
and more through speakers and other activ-
ities.

The 27-year-old Atlanta native said hav-
ing group members provide child care for
each other through a coin-barter system
helps them meet the cost of single parent-
hood. 

“Parents get coins that they can
exchange with each other for baby-sitting
when they want or need to go out and do
something,” he said. “When you’re a sin-
gle parent, child care can be expensive. So,
we’re trying to help them out as much as
we can.”

Staff Sgt. Sharon Nelson, a ground radio
maintenance technician for the 78th
Communication Squadron and a five-year
single mother, said the group is a great
way for parents to connect.

“Networking with other single parents is
a plus,” she said. “I may have information
on child care they may want, and they may
have information on activities my child can
get involved in. It’s a great help.”

What to know
The Robins Single Parent Group meets

at 4 p.m. on the second Thursday of each
month in Suite 217 on the second floor of
Building 905. All military and civilian single
parents and spouses of deployed military
members with children are welcome to
attend. For more information, contact Staff
Sgt. Tim Montjoy at 327-7338 or visit the
Family Support Center link at
www.robins.af.mil. 

Support group helps Robins’ single
parents balance work, family life 

By Ms. Lanorris Askew
lanorris.askew@robins.af.mil

Due to the recently
announced environmental
cleanup project on the south-
east corner of the base, resi-
dents and employees may
notice a higher volume of
large vehicle traffic for the
next several months.

That increase - which  will
happen during the soil excava-
tion phase of the cleanup - will
result from large trucks carry-
ing soil removed from the
horse pasture site near the
small arms range and the Base
riding stable.  

Mr. Mark MacEwan, Tetra
Tech program manager, said
the excavation portion of the
project will be a ramping up
process and may not be noticed
in the beginning stages, but at
its peak will include between
15 and 20 trucks traveling
across base daily. 

Mr. Fred Otto,
Environmental Management
project manager, said the vehi-
cles will enter and exit
Marchbanks gate, located
south of the Museum of
Aviation.  

After checking in at the
truck gate for initial entrance,
they will enter the
Marchbanks gate for subse-

quent trips. 
A gate sentry there will

monitor the trucks as they
enter and exit the base. 

The haul route was chosen
because it will have the least
impact on traffic and base res-
idents. 

Mr. Otto said the soil being
removed poses no airborne
hazard and is not a cause for
alarm.  

The soil is tested to ensure
it is not classified as a haz-
ardous waste, and then trucked
to a permitted solid waste
landfill.

While trucks are entering
and exiting, project officials
ask that everyone be aware of
their presence and obey post-
ed signs. 

Due to open areas of exca-
vation, Perimeter Road may be
closed at certain times to
ensure pedestrian safety. 

While the work is done, the
contractor will monitor emis-
sions to ensure there aren’t
health and safety concerns. 

Horses will also be fenced
off from areas being worked to
prevent risk. 

Excavation is expected to
take place only during daylight
hours through the end of
August, and the project is the
first part of a five-year restora-
tion process.  

Editor’s note: For more
information regarding the pro-
ject, contact Mr. Otto at 926-
1197 extension 146.

EM cleanup project more evident
What to know

Historical activity at portions of the horse pasture site, locat-
ed primarily within the base boundaries, resulted in soil and
groundwater contamination that requires cleanup to meet state
standards for environmental protection.  Excavation and stabi-
lization will be conducted during the first two years.
Groundwater cleanup, which requires more complex, long-term
treatment processes, is scheduled to be completed by 2009.

The route
The haul route out to the Marchbanks gate will be Perimeter

Road, Crescent Drive, 12th Street, Warner Robins Street and
Marchbanks Drive. The entrance route after entering the
Marchbanks gate is the reverse of exit route.

U.S. Air Force photo by Ms. Sue Sapp
Members of the Robins Single Parent Group meet at Burger King on base. Clockwise from
left are: Staff Sgt. Tim Montjoy, his daughter, Bethany, Staff Sgt. Charlotte Nelson, her daugh-
ters Lessa and Amanda, and Airman 1st Class Sharon Siciliana and her daughter, Gia.

Single but not alone

“Networking with other single parents is a plus. I may have
information on child care ... and they may have information on
activities my child can get involved in. It’s a great help.”

Staff Sgt. Sharon Nelson

‘People persons’ put civilians in touch with resources

U.S. Air Force photo by Ms. Sue Sapp
Ms. Evonie Fowler, front, and Ms. Lynn Novosel
help civil service employees with personnel
matters. The customer service office is located
near the south entrance of Building 215. 
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Action Line is an open door program for Robins
Air Force Base personnel to ask questions, make sug-
gestions or give kudos to make Robins a better place
to work and live. 

Please remember that the most efficient and effec-
tive way to resolve a problem or complaint is to
directly contact the organization responsible. This
gives the organization a chance to help you, as well
as a chance to improve their processes. 

To contact the Action Line, call 926-2886 day or
night, or for quickest response e-mail to one of the
following addresses: If sending from a military e-

mail system select, Robins Commanders Action Line
from the Global Address List. If sending from a com-
mercial e-mail account (AOL, AT+T, CompuServe,
Earthlink, etc.), use action.line@robins.af.mil. 

Readers can also access Action Line by visiting
the Robins AFB homepage at https://wwwmil.
robins.af.mil/actionline.htm. Please include your
name and a way of reaching you so we can provide a
direct response. 

Action Line items of general interest to the Robins
community will be printed in the Rev-Up. Anonymous
Action Lines will not be processed.

Commander’s 
Action Line

Security Forces..........327-3445
Services Division........926-5491
EEO Office..............926-2131
Employee Relations...926-5802
Military Pay.................926-3777
IDEA...........................926-2536
Base hospital..............327-7850
Civil engineering.........926-5657
Public Affairs...............926-2137
Safety Office..............926-6271
Fraud, Waste and Abuse 
hotline..................926-2393
Housing Office............926-3776

Published by The Telegraph, a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive writ-
ten contract with Robins Air Force Base, Ga., of the Air Force Materiel Command. This commercial enterprise
Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services. Contents of the
Robins Rev-Up are not necessarily the official views of or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of
Defense, or the Department of the Air Force.
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorse-

ment by the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force, or TheTelegraph, of the products or services advertised. Everything advertised in this publica-
tion shall be made available for purchase, use, or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical or mental handi-
cap, political affiliation, or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the Public Affairs Office at Robins Air Force Base, Ga. All photographs are Air Force photographs unless oth-
erwise indicated. News copy, photographs and art work should be sent to the Office of Public Affairs, Robins Air Force Base, Ga. 31098-1662, phone (478) 926-2137,
no later than 4 p.m. four days before the publication date for that week. All news copy must be submitted on a diskette in a Microsoft Word format. The Rev-Up is
published on Fridays, except when a holiday occurs during the middle or latter portions of the week. For advertising information, write: P.O. Box 6129, Warner Robins,
Ga. 31095-6129, or phone the advertising department at (478) 923-6432.

Editorial staff
78th Air Base Wing

Office of Public Affairs
Commander...............................................Col. Tom Smoot
PA director.............................................Capt. Tisha Wright
Chief, Internal Information..........................Mr. Phil Rhodes
Editor..........................................................Mr. Geoff Janes
Associate editor ....................................Ms. Angela Trunzo
Photographer.................................................Ms. Sue Sapp
Staff writers.........Ms. Lanorris Askew, Ms. Holly J. Logan 
......................................................and Mrs. Chris Zdrakas
Contributing writer...................................Ms. Lisa Mathews

Col. Tom Smoot
Commander,

78th Air Base Wing

March: 0 March 2003: 4 Year to date: 13 2003: 63 Number of days since last DUI: 6
Robins has adopted a zero tolerance policy for drinking and driving. In addtition to an incentive for no DUIs and putting
up signs to keep the message in drivers’ minds as they leave the base, the Rev-Up will run weekly numbers of DUIs.  

Robins
DUI

tracker

Airmen Against Drunk Drivers is a 24-hour-service that provides
rides to those who have consumed alcohol and need transportation
home. The program is run by volunteers from across base, and
those who use the service aren’t subject to adverse action. 
To request a ride, call: 335-5218, 335-5238 and 335-5236.

Look past the surface to unify for a common purpose
By Lt. Col. Paul R. Wood
653rd Combat Logistics Support

Squadron commander

“Out of many, one.” 
It’s a phrase that has been on our

money for years and years, yet,
what does it really mean?  It speaks
to the diversity of
our country, an
expression coined
long before we ever
really thought about
diversity in our
workplace. 

The same way
an alloy is added to
iron to make steel, a
stronger metal, our
differences make us
stronger once we
are bonded together
toward a common goal.

The best example of what really
brought this home for me was my
last assignment, an expeditionary
maintenance squadron overseas.
That’s a group of units that has been

tasked separately but deploys
together to create a maintenance
unit. One day after walking through
several work centers and talking
with folks, I asked the Chief, “How
many different organizations are in
our unit?” I sat down with our unit
manning document and counted
PAS codes – personnelist-speak for
organizational or base codes. I
counted 45 different bases con-
tributing troops to our squadron of
420. Forty-five bases coming
together to make one team that was
supposed to be a cohesive, function-
ing unit. Talk about herding cats. 

And, we couldn’t settle for just
functioning, we had to be success-
ful. 

Sounds impossible, and yet it
happened. It wasn’t because of my
leadership or vision, but because
every person was dedicated and
committed to a singular cause –
mission effectiveness while our
wing executed Iraqi Freedom sor-
ties – that made our team a winner.
Everyone put aside their personal

baggage of being separated from
family and friends, crowded living
conditions, and less than optimal
shop facilities to work together.
Everyone kept their home unit
patches on their uniforms showing
where they were from, but everyone
was part of the team when and
where it mattered.  

While three units were lead that
AEF cycle, we had active, Guard,
and Reserve men and women from
bases I didn’t even know were out
there. Young active duty troops on
their first overseas deployment, old
hands with more time in Saudi
Arabia than Lawrence, and
Guardsmen and Reservists who’d
never been activated. 

The beauty of it was, you could
walk into a shop and never know
who was from where without read-
ing their organizational patches.  

Our challenge here today is
keeping that same bond – unity for
a common purpose – in the fore-
front of what we’re doing. Turning
out 23 C-5s in a year, preparing for

an Operational Readiness
Inspection, implementing a new
prescription service at the clinic
while meeting customer needs,
they’re all representative of walking
into any work center around base
and finding what it takes to make a
collection of folks a winning team.
Going a step beyond is bundling up
that feeling and taking it home with
us. It’s making it a part of how we
get along with everyone every day,
inside and outside our own work
areas, and perhaps more difficult,
but definitely just as important, out-
side the front gate to where we live,
worship and play. There’s too much
to do, too much to enjoy, and too
many different voices for only one
way to be the right way.  

You could draw a great parallel
from a current hit movie, “The Lord
of the Rings, Return of the King”. 

(OK, say it, he’s a geek.) But if
you look at the group they assem-
bled, each member was essential to
the success of the mission; each one
brought something to the circle only

they could. Too farfetched for your
tastes…look at the Allies in World
War II. While we were a close ally
with Great Britain, the Soviet Union
joined the Allies, and their efforts
on the eastern front drew critical
components of the Third Reich
away, hastening an Allied victory in
Europe. Did they have other
motives? Sure. Was it a long lasting
alliance? Definitely not. 

Bottom line, though, is when the
goal is clear, we needed to look
beyond our circle of familiars,
beyond those who look, think, and
act just like we do, for help, for
answers, for a new approach to
solving problems. And if you think
about it, maybe the Russians
weren’t so different. Less than 50
years after their Great Patriotic War,
we saw that they wanted just what
we wanted – freedom, opportunity,
and basic human rights. 

Maybe that’s what diversity is all
about – looking past the surface to
see that we all really want the same
things after all.

Lt. Col. Paul
Wood

By Chief Master Sgt.
Sam R. Mitchell
78th Air Base Wing 

superintendent

Perhaps the most basic of
all military courtesies is the
salute.  

It dates back as far as
medieval times, when knights
would lift their face shields
to be recognized by a fellow
approaching knight.  By defi-

nition, saluting is a common
act of courtesy between two
military members.  We per-
form this courtesy as a show
of respect for senior ranking
officers and some civilian
positions.  But, while this tra-
dition and show of respect is
certainly an important part of
our military heritage, saluting
goes far beyond this – it sup-
ports the mission. 

Saluting, as a military

courtesy, is key to maintain-
ing discipline and structure
within your unit, base and
service.  It promotes respect
for the chain of command
and enhances esprit de corps
and morale among the ranks.
Saluting is as integral to our
mission as maintaining core
values or completing our jobs
in a professional manner.
And, like these other forms
of discipline, avoiding or

ignoring our responsibility
undermines the chain of
command and endangers the
Air Force mission.  It’s not
difficult to imagine how inef-
fective and chaotic our mili-
tary would be without the
structure and discipline that
is provided by having and
using a chain of command.
No military, regardless of
how technologically or
numerically superior, could

win wars in such an environ-
ment.  In essence, saluting is
a fundamental part of what
makes us effective and pro-
fessional, and not merely
mercenaries.  

So, rather than looking the
other way when a staff car or
senior ranking officer passes,
take pride in your heritage
and do your part for the mis-
sion. Stand tall and salute
proudly.

More than military heritage, saluting supports the mission

Chief Master
Sgt. Sam R.

Mitchell

Safety inspections aren’t worth the wait

Sir, I was at the gate during the safety inspection Jan. 23.
The traffic at Gate 2 was backed up to Robins Parkway. The
wait was from 20-40 minutes depending on where you got in
line. I couldn’t get in line and had to exit at Gate 14. The wait
there was 20 minutes as well. I’ve discussed this problem with
my fellow employees and all agree this is not how to prevent
drunk driving. Police need to set up in the area where alcohol
is being consumed. That would not interfere with normal traf-
fic movement. Continuing to operate like this is an unneces-
sary hardship on the men and women who are working long
hours in support of the war fighter. We feel we are being sin-
gled out for harassment to attack a problem, not the cause.
Thank you for any consideration in this matter.

Commander replies: In our effort to provide a safe envi-
ronment for Robins Air Force Base and the surrounding com-
munities, the 78th Security Forces Squadron along with
Office of Special Investigations, Warner Robins Police

Department and Houston County Sheriff’s Department, con-
ducted a Driving Under the Influence and safety checkpoint.
The SFS works long hours, too. Although it may have seemed
like harassment to you, they were in fact, deterring one of our
biggest problems on this installation – drunk driving. In 2003
there were 63 DUI incidents reported to Security Forces.
Twenty of those incidents occurred on the installation, and 43
were off base. I ask for your patience in the future with these
checkpoints and that you help spread the word of “Zero
Tolerance” on the base and in our communities.  

Safely accessing the base from Gate 2

Saturday morning I watched five different vehicles
almost get hit just outside the main gate while they were
waiting to enter the base. The cause is plain to see: too
many vehicles entering a single, insufficiently manned gate.
Spare me the rhetoric. I already know about the future plans
for the gate. I have one simple question. What is the base
going to do this Saturday to ensure the safety of our most

important resources, its people?

Commander replies: In its effort to provide quality ser-
vice to Robins Air Force Base while ensuring adequate pro-
tection, the 78th Security Forces Squadron constantly bal-
ances the needs of the base populace with security require-
ments and worldwide deployments. To accommodate the
influx of personnel, the current gate schedule has been
altered. A second lane has been opened to facilitate the traffic
at Gate 2 (the main gate) Monday - Saturday at 4:30 a.m.
We’ll maintain this effort to assist with congestion at the main
gate.  The biggest safety hazard at these intersections is due to
motorists disregarding the traffic signals and not ensuring the
intersection is clear prior to crossing it regardless of the sig-
nal.  “Georgia Code 40-6-205 (Obstructing Intersection) pro-
hibits drivers from entering an intersection unless there is suf-
ficient space on the other side of the intersection to accom-
modate the vehicle he is operating without obstructing the
passage of other vehicles or pedestrians, notwithstanding any
traffic-control signal indication to proceed.” 

Remember to slow down
There have been

73
speeding tickets issued year to date.

How the points add up
Accumulating 12 traffic
violation points within a
year may cause drivers to
lose base driving privi-
leges for up to 60 days.
Speeding violation points
are based on the number
of miles over the posted
speed limit.

10 miles = 3 points

11 - 15 miles = 4 points

16 - 20 miles = 5 points

21+ miles = 6 points

Source: AFI 31-204
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moon
59544201

stanley
59468701

fickling
59594901

DoD security specialist
course to help Robins

By Ms. Holly J. Logan
holly.logan@robins.af.mil

Robins will soon be offering the
Department of Defense Security Specialist
Course, saving the government money and
employees the hassle that goes along with
temporary duty assignments.

According to Ms. Lynn Dalrymple - secu-
rity specialist for the 78th Security Forces
Squadron’s Administrative and Reports
Flight who manages Robins’ Information
Security Program - the cost for one person to
attend the three-week course, usually offered
at the Defense Security Service Academy in
Linthicum, Md., is about $3,500.  

Forty-four Robins employees and six from
other bases worldwide are scheduled to take
the class Saturday through April 2. 

But, rather than having to pay TDY

expenses for those 44 people at the  price of
more than $150,000, the 78th Security Forces
Squadron and Combat Electronic Systems
Directorate will only have to pay the TDY
expense for three of the academy’s instruc-
tors to come to Robins - about $6,000.

Ms. Virginia Dyer, a single mother of three
and a security specialist in LS here, said
offering the course locally will make learning
more convenient.

“I hope it will give me ideas about new
security plans that can be developed for my
directorate and a better, overall understand-
ing of security,” she said. 

Ms. Dalrymple said the course will allow
security specialists to sharpen their skills.

“It’s a very intense course,” she said.
“They’ll get lots of tools they can use in their
own (security) programs. I really think it’s
going to enhance and show the importance of
what our security managers do.”

Camellia Gardens Memorial
Service set for May 27

By Mrs. Chris Zdrakas
chris.zdrakas@robins.af.mil

The annual Camellia
Gardens Memorial Service
that pays tribute to
deceased members of Team
Robins Plus is slated for
May 27 at 10 a.m. in garden
across from the Officers’
Club.  

In the event of inclement
weather, the ceremony will
take place at the Base
Chapel.

The service is a 28-year
tradition rooted in a part-
nership between Robins,
the Middle Georgia
Camellia Society, and the
Warner Robins Chamber of
Commerce.  

The three first teamed in
1976 to establish and dedi-
cate the garden, which
memorializes the dead by
celebrating life.  

At the garden’s entrance,
a brick and mortar wall dis-
plays the names of 1,255
who have been previously

honored.
The ceremony is a pro-

ject of the 78th Air Base
Wing’s Administrative and
Compliance Office.  

Ms. Diane Gross, project
officer, is accepting sub-
missions for people to be
memorialized this year.
Honorees can be civilian or
military members.

To honor someone, the
following information
should be sent to Ms. Gross
no later than May 7:
Complete name and, if mil-
itary, rank of the person to
be honored – If military,
designate active-duty or
retired and branch of ser-
vice; birth and death dates;

reproducible photo - prefer-
ably black and white, and at
least 2 by 3 inches; family-
related information, such as
name, address, and phone
number of next of kin;
name, address, and tele-
phone number of the person
or organization nominating
the honoree; and  military
unit or organization hon-
oree was assigned and pre-
dominantly responsible to
while at Robins.

There is no fee; however,
contributions in the name
of the honoree are accepted.
For information about the
ceremony, call Ms. Gross at
926-6203 or e-mail diane.
gross@robins.af.mil.

U.S. Air Force file photo by Ms. Sue Sapp
The annual Camellia Gardens Memorial Service will be in the garden across from the
Officers’ Club.  In the event of inclement weather, the ceremony will take place at the Base
Chapel.

What to know
The annual Camellia Gardens Memorial Service will be

May 27 at 10 a.m. in garden across from the Officers’ Club.
Ms. Diane Gross, project officer, is accepting submissions for
people to be memorialized this year.  Honorees can be civilian
or military members. 

ROBINS BULLETIN BOARD
Lost and found

A wallet and two sets of
keys have been found. To
identify lost property, call Mr.
Genis Hall, found property
custodian, 78th Security
Forces Investigations, at 926-
5271.

Thrift shop open
Saturday

The Thrift Shop will be
open Saturday, 10-1 p.m.

Robins Awards Banquet
The annual Robins Awards

Banquet, hosted by Brig. Gen.
Mike Collings, will be March
12, 6 p.m., Century of Flight
Hangar, Museum of Aviation.
Commanders, supervisors,
families and friends are wel-
come to come and recognize
our annual award nominees.
Senior staff should send
R.S.V.P.s to Ms. Sherry
Dawson, WR-ALC/CCX; all
others should R.S.V.P. with
your unit first sergeant by
today. For more information,
contact WR-ALC/CCC at
926-0792.  

‘Jazz at Six’ series 
The Museum of Aviation

Foundation’s “Jazz at Six”
series will feature Ms. Gwen
Hughes, a songwriter, singer
and piano stylist who
describes herself as someone
“caught somewhere between
jazz, pop and big band,”
March 16 at the Museum of
Aviation from 6 - 8 p.m.
There will be a cash bar and
snacks. Admission will be
$7 per person, and Museum
of Aviation Society of
Eagles members will get in
free. For more information,
call Mr. Bob Dubiel at 923-
6600 or e-mail
bdubiel@museumofavia-
tion.org. The next series per-
formance will be April 22

and will feature the Monty
Cole Trio.

Officers’ Hail and
Farewell

There will be a standup
Officers’ Hail and Farewell,
conducted by Brig. Gen. Mike
Collings, Center commander,
March 19 at 4 p.m. in the
Officers’ Club ballroom.
Spouses are invited to attend
the event and fellowship,
which follows. For more
information, call 2nd Lt.
Robert E. Stapleton at 926-
3511 or e-mail at robert.
stapleton@robins.af.mil. 

Officers’ Spouses Club
luncheon

The Officers’ Spouses Club
March luncheon will be
March 25 at 10 a.m.

AF seeks former Lowry
employees

The Air Force Real
Property Agency wants to
interview people who were
employed or stationed at the
former Lowry Air Force Base
in Denver, Colo.  

The AFRPA is conducting
the interviews to ensure all
environmental conditions on
the base have been investigat-
ed. If you worked at Lowry
and want to volunteer, call 1
(800)725-7617 or e-mail the
AFRPA public affairs officer
at doug.karas@afrpa.
pentagon.af.mil.

North Carolina Air
National Guard

The North Carolina Air
National Guard is looking for
Air Force members who are
completing Palace Chase
applications for the Air Force
fiscal 2004 Force Shaping
Program. If any member is
planning to move back to
North Carolina after leaving

the Air Force under this pro-
gram, contact us at 1(800)
354-6933. One of our
recruiters will be happy to
help you with the Palace
Chase application.

Firing range reminders
The 78th Security Forces

Squadron conducts live fire
training at the base firing
range, located on the northeast
side of the base. Robins’ fir-
ing ranges are adjacent to the
horse stables and off-limits to
all persons, unless scheduled
for training or official busi-
ness. Nearby housing resi-
dents should warn children of
the hazards of playing near
the firing ranges. The ranges
are clearly marked with signs,
red flags and streamers during
weapons firing

Zero Overpricing
Program

The Zero Overpricing
Program aims to reduce over-
pricing in Air Force acquisi-
tions. If the current catalog
price for an item is incorrect
and may reflect an overprice
to the government submit an
AF Form 1046 to WR-
ALC/PKPB, Attn: ZOP
Monitor, 235 Byron St.,
Robins AFB, GA 31098.
Partnership benefits are recog-
nition and a cash award. For
more information, call Ms.
Cassandra Tharpe at 926-7118
or visit http://pkec.robins.af.
mil/pr/pkpb.htm.

Museum art exhibit
Georgia artist Mr. Marc

Stewart’s exhibit, “A
Celebration of Heroes,” will
be on display through March
12  in the Eagle Building art
gallery at the Museum of
Aviation. The  exhibit features
over 30 general aviation
themed pieces. 



Robins Fire Department

Seconds count. A smoke
detector and a prearranged,
practiced home escape plan
can get your family out alive
and safely. 

Install and maintain
smoke detectors. Smoke and
fires produce carbon monox-
ide, or CO, along with other
hazardous by-products, which
can make you drowsy. Smoke
detectors provide an audible
warning of a potential fire and
provide extra time for you and
the family to escape safely.
Test your smoke detector
every year. Replace batteries
twice a year. A good rule of
thumb is to change your bat-
teries when you change to
daylight savings time. 

Have an escape plan.
Make sure you include all
doors, windows, hallways,
and stairways and have at
least two exits from every
room. Select a meeting place
outside your home and mark
it on the plan. Practice the
plan with your family and
have practice drills at least
twice a year and practice day
and night situations.

Get out and stay out. If
you smell smoke, see fire or
hear the smoke detector, fol-
low your escape plan. Get low
to avoid breathing toxic gases
and hot air. Feel the doors
with the back of your hand, if
the doors feel hot, don’t open
it. Use your alternate means
of escape. If the door is cool,
and no signs of fire or smoke,
follow your escape plan clos-
ing all doors behind you.
Never use elevators during a
fire.

Call for help. When your
family has gathered at the
meeting place, call the fire
department. When calling for
help, stay calm, and speak
slowly and clearly. Give your

name and address. Stay on the
line until the emergency
alarm room operator tells you
to hang up. 

If you have any questions,
call the fire prevention office
at 926-2145.
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Pinewood Derby cars took center stage as
Scouts in Pack 220 vied for fastest car brag-
ging rights Feb. 27. The winners for each cat-
egory were Jacob Sweeney, Tigers; Alex
Besemer, Wolves; Jeremy Oyler, Bears; and
Matt Litchfield, Webelos.

Following the Pinewood Derby, the Pack
celebrated scouting’s birthday during the
Blue and Gold Banquet. 

The banquet had a Mexican Fiesta theme,
complete with a Mexican Village and
piñatas. 

The following Scouts were awarded their
scouting badges:

Tiger Badge: Jacob Sweeney, Bradly
Lemon, Caleb Tisher, Jacob Penta and
Matthew Davis

Wolf Badge: Alex Besemer
Bear Badge: Jeffrey Clark, Chase

Lambert, Kedric Lemon, Tyler Mize and
Christopher Rodieck

Webelos Badge: Matt Litchfield
Pack 220 is chartered by the 116th Air

Control Wing and provides scouting oppor-
tunities for boys in first through fifth grade. 

For more information, call Ms. Moira
Rodieck, Pack Cubmaster, at 918-0176.

– From staff reports

Submitted photos
Cub Scout Pack 220 celebrates scouting's birthday during the Blue and Gold Banquet with
a Mexican theme. From left to right, scouts are, front row, Alex Besemer, Jacob Sweeney,
Bradly Lemon, Caleb Tisher, Jacob Penta and Matthew Davis; second row, Matt Litchfield,
Jeffrey Clark, Kedric Lemon, Christopher Rodieck, Chase Lambert and Tyler Mize. 

Scouts throw fiesta

Pack 220 enjoys birthday activites

The Pinewood Derby winners are, front row,
Alex Besemer and Jacob Sweeney; and
back row, Matt Litchfield and Jeremy Oyler.

Fire safety tips



The Black History
Observance Committee
had a record breaking atten-
dance at its events this year. More than
2,500 people took part in the activities. 

The following is a wrap up of the
events that took place during the
month.

Feb. 1 – Gospel fest at the Base
Chapel – The 2004 Robins Air Force
Base Gospel Program kicked of this
year’s “Super Bowl Sunday of Praise
and Worship”.  Area gospel groups and
praise worshippers participated.  

Feb. 6 – 5K  fun walk and run –
More than 125 participants from 15
organizations took part in the 5K
Health Fun walk sponsored by the
committee.  Each organization entered
a five-member team to compete for T-
shirts, water bottles, certificates and
bragging rights to the best-fit organiza-
tion.  The Center Contracting
Directorate team braved the elements
to grab first place in 23.21 minutes.
The team members were Dave
Tenebaum, Steve Bury, Nick Haas,
Theodore Rivera and Mark Dillinger.
Second and third place winners were
78th Communication Squadron, 25.28
minutes and 78th Civil Engineering
27.32 minutes. 

Feb. 11 – Health fair – The theme
for this year’s Health Fair was
“Uniting for a Healthier Work Force”.
The BHOC sponsored 25 participants
to received free glucose and cholesterol
checks. Other free screenings included
fat analysis, nutrition, stress manage-
ment, and blood pressure checks.  The
committee also featured information on
HIV and AIDS awareness and alterna-
tive medicine. Bone marrow and organ
donor and lung information was also
provided. Several health awareness
luncheon seminars were offered. 

Feb. 13 – BHOC luncheon – This
year’s luncheon’s theme was “Brown
v. the Board of Education,” and fea-
tured special guest speaker retired Maj.
Gen. Joseph A. McNeil.  General
McNeil delivered a dynamic speech to
more than 365 people. The audience
was inspired by listening to an original
strategist of the lunch counter sit-in
from the ‘60s. 

Feb. 20 – Grand finale dinner the-
ater – Black History Dinner Theater
featured entertainment by the contem-
porary jazz ensemble “Five Men on a
Stool.” The quintet is known for their
spoken word performances and jazz.
The event was sold out, and there were
400 in attendance.

Feb 21 – Youth Cultural Expo --
The Youth Cultural Day program was a
great success for the children of
Middle Georgia.  After breakfast, Mr.
Fred Wilson, from the Board of
Education, spoke to the children on the
importance of completing their educa-
tion.  The Youth Committee put on a
skit about how Ms. Linda Brown and
her family were involved in the historic
“Brown vs. the Board of Education”
case.  A brief question and answer peri-
od on famous blacks from Georgia
allowed the children to participate, as
well as showcase their talent.  Mr.
Anthony Lauderdale from Mercer
University was the speaker for the
event’s luncheon.  The last presentation
of the day was the African dance group
“Sashei”, who performed African danc-
ing, rapped and told stories.

Career forum – The committee
presented a forum of 11 panelists
including Mistress of Ceremony
Calandra Wright, WMAZ  newscaster.
The panel members included Maj.
Dewaine Bell; Mr. Michael Bryant,
field representative to Congressman
Bell; Mr. Eugene Felton, attorney; Mr.
Tony Gilbert, NFL - Jacksonville
Jaguars; Mr. Leland Ragin, CEO,
Legacy Sports Marketing &

Management Inc.;  Dr. Shariba Rivers,
chief of staff Fort Valley State
University; Col. William Saunders,
Inspector General; Dr. Wanda Smith-
West, superintendent Twiggs County
schools; and Mr. Fred Wilson, Houston
County Board of Education.  

BHOC-sponsored scholarships – 
The committee is sponsoring five

$500 scholarships to high school

seniors. The criteria includes: 2.5 GPA,
community involvement, participation
in extracurricular activities, a 500-word
essay explaining how the decision of
the landmark case, Brown v. the Board
of Education of Topeka, Kan., has
affected them.  Deadline for applica-
tions is March 15.  For more informa-
tion, contact 1st Lt. David Haggler
926-8299.
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Mr. Ken Ford, violinist for the ensemble Five Men on a Stool, performs at the Enlisted Club Feb. 20. The quintet includes Mr. Hank Stewart, a
poet, orator and motivational speaker; Mr. Ford; Mr. Leonard Julien III, the baritone, the tenor and even the falsetto vocalist; Antonio Allen, the
saxophonist, music stylist, and the infinite note sustainer; and Mr. O.J. Harper, the keyboardist and lyricist.  These men collaborate to bring the
spoken work combined with going back to music from ‘old school’, gospel and today’s inspirational.

More than
125 partici-
pants from
15 organiza-
tions took
part in the
5K Fun walk
and run
sponsored
by the
BHOC  Feb.
6.

People clap their hands in time with the music provided dur-
ing the ‘Super Bowl Sunday of Praise and Worship.’

The 2004 Robins Air Force Base Gospel Program kicked off the month’s
observances with the ‘Super Bowl Sunday of Praise and Worship.’ The event
featured area gospel groups and Praise worshippers.  Above, The gospel
group ‘God's Men With Vision’ perform.

Retired Maj.
Gen. Joseph
A. McNeil
delivers a
speech at the
Enlisted Club.
General
McNeil was
one of the
original strate-
gists of the
lunch-counter
sit-in from the
'60s

Month



ACROSS
1. Lady
6. First woman elected to
the US House of
Representatives (1916)
11. Regretted
12. Killer whale
15. Craves
17. Stare
18. Condemn
19. Rubber
20. Blockade
22. Star Trek character
24. Woman who estab-
lished first charitable orga-
nization for women
26. French cubist painter
Fernand _______
28. Oklahoma town
29. Cash machine
30. Runner-up place
31. Lairs
34. First native born
American woman to be
made a saint (1809)
35. Military pay statement
36. Small restaurant
40. First woman elected
mayor in America (1887)
41. Intimidate
43. Direction to NY from
Texas
44. Beneath
45. Actor Vigoda
46. Part of a min.
47. Terminate
48. French lady (abbrev.)
50. First U.S. woman with
a medical degree (1849)
54. Wisconsin college
55. Type
57. First woman U.S. gov-
ernor – Wyoming (1925)
60. Italian three
61. Snakelike fish
62. Bet
63. First woman to win a
Pulitzer Prize (1921)
64. Golf props

DOWN
1. Sag
2. Summer mon.
3. Singer Torme

4. Steinbeck novel, East of
____
5. First woman publisher in
America (1766)
6. Aries sign
7. National radio network
(abbrev.)
8. First U.S. woman to
receive a patent (1809)
9. Slight
10. Apollo 11 astronaut
Armstrong
13. Bellow
14. Cohort
16. Ostracize
21. USAF Korea AB
23. Faction
24. Actor Sean of Sam I
Am
25. Beware the _____ of
March; Julius Ceasar
26. Confederate general
27. First African-American
woman to receive a patent
(1885)
30. Compass direction
32. Frequency used for
video satellite feed
33. Each
35. Cyclist Armstrong
37. Ancient
38. Object
39. Duration
40. Center of the solar sys-
tem
41. Competent
42. Affluence
43. Salamander
45. Women’s suffragist
____Hadassah Smith
46. What Tommy Moe is
47. Woman’s magazine
49. Relieves
51. Actress Witherspoon of
Twilight
52. Garnishment
53. Spoiled child
56. Dutch airlines
58. Single
59. Sault ___ Marie
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Women’s History Month 
By 1st Lt. Tony Wickman

Alaskan Command Public Affairs

For puzzle solution, see March 12
edition of the Rev-Up

Puzzle solution for Feb. 27

CHAPEL SERVICES

FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER
Family Support Center sponsored

classes, workshops, and seminars are
open to all Team Robins  personnel
and their eligible family members.
The FSC is located on Ninth Street in
Building 794. For additional informa-
tion, or to make a reservation, call
926-1256.

Interviewing strategies
The Transition Assistance program,

Interviewing Strategies, will be
Monday, 1 - 3 p.m., Building 905,
Room 139.

Smooth move
The next Smooth Move workshop

will be Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. –  noon,
Building 905, Room 159.

Community tour
The FSC Community Tour for all

Team Robins members and their eligi-
ble family members will be
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Meet at the FSC.
The tour includes a “windshield” of

Macon’s downtown and residential his-
toric district with commentary on the
history of Macon and its people, past
and present.

TAP workshop
The next three-day Department of

Labor sponsored Transition Assistance
Program Workshop will be March 15-
17, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., each day,
Smith Community Center Ballroom.
Personnel leaving the military within
the next six months need to sign up as
soon as possible.  Spouses are encour-
aged to attend.  Reservations are taken
on first-come, first-served basis within
the appropriate separation or retirement
dates.  

Resume and cover letter
A Resume and Cover Letter

Workshop will be March 17, 9 - 11
a.m., Building 945, FSC Annex.

Federal job class
Federal employment uses a different

hiring system than the civilian sector.
The “How to Apply for a Federal Job”
class helps to increase hiring possibility
by educating personnel about the vari-
ety of federal jobs, the qualifications
and the classification process, and the
steps involved in applying for these
jobs. The next federal jobs class will be
March 18, 9 - 11 a.m., Building 905,
Room 246.  

Reunion survival tips
The  FSC will offer  how-to’s and

survival tips to negotiate the challenges
and stages of reuniting with loved ones
March 19, 9 -10 a.m., Building 945,
FSC Annex.

Spouse Appreciation 
contest

The deadline for nominations is
March 17.  

LEAVE/TRANSFER

Catholic Masses are celebrated at the
chapel each Saturday at 5:30 p.m., Sunday
at 9:30 a.m., and on Holy Days of
Obligation at noon and 5 p.m. and Monday
through Friday at noon. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation is on Saturday from 4:30-
5:15 p.m.

Protestant General Services take place
every Sunday at 11 a.m. This service

includes some traditional and contempo-
rary worship styles in music and in format. 

Protestant Inspirational Services take
place every Sunday at 8 a.m. 

Protestant Contemporary  Services
take place 11 a.m. each Sunday at the Base
Theater. This service is very informal, with
a praise team assisting in singing and
includes both traditional and contemporary

styles of music and worship. 
Jewish service time is each Friday at

6:15 p.m. at the Macon synagogue.
Islamic Friday Prayer (Jumuah) is
Fridays at 2 p.m. in the chapel annex
Rooms 1 and 2.

The chapel helps with spiritual needs
that arise. For further information, call the
chapel at 926-2821.

MOVIE SCHEDULE

The following people have been approved as partici-
pants in the leave transfer program. 

Mr. Johnny L. Wood, WRALC/ LTHS. Point of con-
tact is Mr. Carmine J. Forzono at 926-7700 extension 1748.

Ms. Joy A. Brown, WRALC/LSEEV. Point of contact is
Mr. Jim Botkin at 926-2994.

Mr. George E. King II, WRALC/LSEEW. Point of
contact is Ms. Linda Matlock at 926-5948.

Ms. Margaret M. Falk, WRALC/LGEAB. Point of
contact is Ms. Monica DeBiase at 926-4523.

Employee-relations specialists at 926-5307 or 926-5802
have information and instructions concerning requests to
receive or donate annual leave. To have an approved leave
recipient printed in the Rev-Up, directorates should send
information to Angela Trunzo by e-mail at angela.trunzo@
robins.af.mil. Submissions run for two weeks.

STREAMING VIDEO

* Videos are best viewed with the latest version of
Windows Media Player (version 9).

ROBINS REPORT
News from around the base –Watson and Cox Channel 15

Friday – 8 p.m. �Sunday – 1:30 p.m. �Monday – noon

Friday
7:30 p.m. – Cold Mountain  – Jude

Law and Nicole Kidman
Based on the best-selling novel, a

wounded Civil War soldier, Inman, gets up
from his deathbed and begins the long, diffi-
cult walk home to Cold Mountain, N. C., so
he can be with Ada.  Inman encounters
many obstacles along the way.  Ada
althouth heartbroken is struggling to care for
her deceased dad’s farm.  She receives a helping hand in the
form of a sassy, hard-working wanderer.

Rated R (violence and sexuality) 154 minutes

Saturday
7:30 p.m. – The Butterfly Effect – Ashton
Kutcher and Amy Smart 
Evan is an emotionally conflicted man

dealing with suppressed childhood memo-
ries.  Cleverly enough, he discovers a way
to travel back in time, but his different
actions in the past have enormous ramifica-
tions for his future/present.  And every time
he heads in time to fix the problems he’s

created, things invariably get worse.   
Rated R (violence, sexual content, language and brief drug

use)113 minutes

SERVICES BRIEFS
Civilian Recreation 

Civilian Recreation will host a Win,
Lose or Draw team challenge at 6 p.m.
March 26 at the Smith Community
Center. For more information, call Ms.
Lynne Brackett at 922-4415.

Fitness Center
The Fitness Center massage therapy

will relocate to Lodging, Building 755,
Room 5120, Tuesday.  Appointments
are available between 11:30 a.m. - 3:15
p.m. Tuesdays, Fridays and on
Saturdays from 9 - 11:30 a.m. Costs
are: half-hour massage, $35; one-hour
massage, $45; one-and-half-hour mas-
sage, $60; one-and-half-hour facial
massage, $60 and one-hour aromather-
apy, $50. For more information or to
make an appointment, call the fitness
center.

The Health and Wellness Center,
Building 827, offers the following

amenities for Fitness Center customers:
circuit training class, racquetball
courts, wallyball courts, table tennis,
spinning class and basketball court.
Customers may enter the HAWC build-
ing by using the walkway on the west
end of the Fitness Center.

ITT
Explore and expand your horizons

during the ITT Travel Show
Wednesday from 10:30 a.m. - 1:30
p.m. in the Smith Community Center
ballroom, Building 767.  Random prize
drawings will be held throughout the
event while over 40 travel representa-
tives will provide information and hand
out giveaways.

For one day only, Wild Adventure
Theme Park, Valdosta, Ga., season
tickets will be available at the ITT
Travel Show Wednesday from 10:30
a.m.- 1 p.m. for $55.  These tickets are
good for ages three and older.  Season

parking passes will be available for $21
per car.  For more information, call
926-2945.

Mack-Tyme Entertainment presents
BET’s Coming to the Stage Comedy
Jam featuring Lil JJ, Denny Live and
Justin Mitchell March 13 at the Holmer
J. Walker Civic Center. Admission tick-
ets for this family-friendly comedy
show are available at ITT for $18 until
5 p.m. March 12.  Doors open at 7
p.m., and the show begins at 7:30 p.m.
for ages 13 years and older. An adult
after party will be held at the Robins
Enlisted Club. Cost is $7 with ticket
stub or $10 without. For more informa-
tion, call ITT.

Tickets for the Atlanta Symphony
Orchestra are $5 for students and $9
for adults. The orchestra will perform
at the Georgia National Fairgrounds,
Perry, Ga., March 18 at 7:30 p.m. For
more information, call ITT.

FULL STREAM AHEAD*
To view streaming video, go to

http://www.robins.af.mil/pa/stream/index.htm

�Brig. Gen. Michael A. Collings takes com-
mand of the Warner Robins Air Logistics Center
�Strategic Airlift Directorate increases C-5 parts
and aircraft to meet increased airlift requirements
�Robins units hold Full Spectrum Threat
Response exercise  

Bowling Center 
�Go fishing at the bowling center

on Thursdays in March to determine
the price for a game of bowling.

�To celebrate the anniversary of the
first paper money issued in the U.S. the
center will offer three games of bowl-
ing and shoe rental for $5 per person
during open bowling Wednesday.

�Wear Green March 17 and bowl
for $1.50 per game during open play.

Fitness Center 
A St. Patrick’s Day run will be held

March 17 at 11 a.m. in front of the
Health and Wellness Center.  

Golf Course 
�A spring break junior golf clinic

will be held March 16 - 18.  Cost is
$40 and is limited to the first 15 paid
juniors in each class.  Times are 9 - 11
a.m. for seven-to 11-year-old boys,
noon - 2 p.m. for 12 - to 15-year-old
boys and 3-5 p.m. for nine- to 17-
year- old girls.  

�Link Up 2 Golf offers participants
over $300 in savings.  It costs $99 per

person and includes eight hours of
instruction, free range punch cards and
three golfing experiences.  Register
now for March 22 class. 

Youth Center 
Registration for Operation Night

Hoops will be held Monday through
Friday, 3 - 6 p.m., and Saturdays, 1 - 6
p.m., March 13 - 20 at the center. Cost
is $10 per player with seven players
per team.  Season starts March 26 for
eight weeks. 

SPORTS BRIEFS
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CE sings praises of new alert system
By Ms. Lanorris Askew
lanorris.askew@robins.af.mil

A new base-wide alert sys-
tem known as “Giant Voice”
will take all of the confusion
out of emergency notification
here by adding voice mes-
sages where once there were
only tones.

According to Mr. M.
Wayne Puckett, senior electri-
cal engineer, the “Giant
Voice” system will be a base-
wide addition partnered with a
new interior emergency notifi-
cation system being installed
in 17 of the base’s most popu-
lated buildings.

The old system alerted the
base of an emergency with
two tones. Those alerts, a solid

tone and a wavering tone,
were sometimes hard to differ-
entiate because the horns
rotated. 

“When the horns rotated, it
sometimes sounded like a
wavering tone even when it

was a solid tone,” he said.
“With that system, people had
to stop and think, ‘OK, what
does a solid tone mean?’
‘What does wavering mean?’”

The old system only alerted
people that a problem existed

and to go inside. 
“If you went inside and

went to the center of the build-
ing for safety, you didn’t know
when the siren stopped,” he
said. “You’d have to send a
sacrificial lamb out to see if all
was clear. That was a prob-
lem.”

The civil engineer said the
need for a way to get mes-
sages to people inside build-
ings had been discussed for
several years with senior lead-
ership, but the funds were not
available to pursue a solution.
The new system became pos-
sible through special funding
from antiterrorism force pro-
tection initiatives after 9-11. 

“This was our top funded
AT/FP project last year,” he

said. “It was funded for just
under $1 million.”

The “Giant Voice” system
will notify the entire base of
emergencies, such as natural
or terrorist threats via siren,
voice, or other sound. The sys-
tem will cover the entire base
on the exterior of buildings. 

Although the people in
most buildings should be able
to hear the exterior notice,
some of the larger buildings
will get speakers indoors. The
system will go a step further
and also allow the playing of
the national anthem, taps, or
other selections.

“The current system was
never designed to cover the
entire base and can’t be heard
inside a number of buildings,”

said Mr. Puckett.  “It has no
voice capability and limited
siren sounds.  The new system
will have far wider capabili-
ties.”

Though initially only 17
buildings were chosen for this
project, extra funding is avail-
able, and about three more
may be added. 

According to Mr. Terry
Landreth, engineering design
chief, the buildings included
cover more than half the base
population.

The exterior horns will be
placed on 60-foot poles in var-
ious locations and will reach
both work areas and base
housing. The date of comple-
tion is set for June 2005, but it
could be completed earlier.

What to know
The first 17 facilities for interior systems are Buildings 166

(Base Restaurant), 210 (Air Force Reserve Command
Headquarters), 214 (Telephone Exchange), 215 (Base
Headquarters), 225 (Message Center), 226 (Electronics), 227
(Electronics), 228 (Electronics), 230 (Electronics), 300 (Large
Administration), 301 (Large Administration), 376
(Administration/Warehouse), 640 (Large Electronics), 645
(Large Electronics), 700 (Medical Clinic), 826 (Fitness Center)
and 982 (Base Exchange).

U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Detra Mason
The 116th Mission Support Group's command changed
hands Feb. 27, when Col. Lois Schmidt relinquished com-
mand to Col. Bob Doehling. Above from left Brig. Gen. Tom
Lynn, Master Sgt. William Cutshaw and Colonel Doehling
participate in the ceremony. 

A new boss

By Ms. Lisa Mathews
lisa.mathews@robins.af.mil

The C-5 Production
Branch made history Feb. 4
when they sold an aircraft fol-
lowing a taxi check flight. 

On average the C-5 takes
three flights to complete the
functional check flight. For
this aircraft that number was
trimmed by two, and tail num-
ber 86-026 was produced nine
days ahead of schedule.

Col. George Ireland,
branch chief, and Mr. Steve
Tomblin, deputy branch chief,
congratulated the functional
test crew and presented each
with a C-5 coin Feb. 6.

The colonel reminded the
group that the U.S. military is
planning to conduct major
unit rotations and C-5s will
play a major role.

“Production of aircraft 86-
026 was a significant accom-
plishment for the C-5
Production Branch,” Colonel
Ireland said. “It shows that we
are supporting the war fighter
- particularly in these days of
extremely heavy airlift
requirements. It goes a long
way to extending our reputa-
tion for producing quality air-
craft on time.” 

“The guys at functional
really pulled together on this,”

said Mr. John Guido, func-
tional test supervisor.
“Because of the conflict going
on overseas, Air Mobility
Command is asking for C-5B
models to be produced quick-
er. I think the guys buckled in
and did that for the team.”

He explained the first flight
following PDM for a C-5 usu-
ally results in write-ups which
will be serious enough to pre-
vent the functional check
flight status.

“On this airplane they flew
it two-and-a-half hours and
everything just fell into place.
It was a real good airplane
from the ground up,” he
added.

Colonel Ireland and Mr.
Tomblin, while expressing
their congratulations to the
functional test crew, also
reminded everyone that the
completion of the C-5 was an
effort from all of those work-
ing in the C-5 Production
Branch and the flight crews of
the 339th Flight Test
Squadron.

“I’m very proud of my
functional test unit. They con-
tinue to amaze me as well as
everyone else with their per-
formance. They keep getting
better and better,” said David
Mann, C-5 Production
Section chief.

C-5 making
history again

RETIREMENTS
February and March

Maggie E. Adams
Richard Allison Jr.
Edwin P. Carter
Inez L. Casper
Robert T. Coker
Barbara S. Conner
William M. Cromer
R. Howard Davidson
William G. Dixon
Harold P. Etheridge
Sara P. Halligan
Timothy L. Harwell
Alonza Jackson
Johnny L. Jennings
John G. Lewis
Paula B. McGuoirk
Shirley M. Rains
Hillory M. Renfroe
John K. Rich
Robert C. Westmoreland
Dennis E. Williams

December and January
Judith Johnson Adams
Roy H. Abbott
Jesse W. Anderson
Eugene Andrews
Francis L. Balkcom Jr.
Willie M. Barber
Leon E. Barfield Jr.
Mary Ellen Barnes
Millard J. Bennett
Martha S. Birdwell
Eric C. Blazi
Mildred B. Brandful
Maryann A. Brantley
Billie A. Brooks
Charles R. Carter
Mary Jo Coleman
Douglas R. Corvey
George W. Crabb
John P. Crader
Ronald W. Crawford
Stephen M. Degenhart
Frank L. Dejeet
Louis H. Dittman
James P. Dixon
Samuel Dorsey Jr.
Charles Drake

Roger K. Dunn
Paul C. Dyer
Delmar F. Evans
Geraldine Evans
George W. Everett
Charles E. Ferguson
Ulysses J. Finney
Evelyn J. Fountain
James D. Free
Ernest C. Genone
Bonnie R. Gibson
Terry N. Giddens 
Monte S. Glass
Dennis H. Goodearle
Gail M. Grover
Albert L. Harrison
Dora A. Havard
Joseph C. Hobbs
Charles L. Hopkins IV
Clifford E. House
Curtis J. Houston
Nathan J. Howell
Ronald B. Hoyt
Donald L. Huff
John G. Hughes
John D. Hundley
Raymond L. Jacobs
Lee A. James
Donald R. Jarzynka
Elaine F. Johnson
Judith C. Johnston
Wayne R. Larson
Linda L. Leslie
W. Hazel Marsh
Forest W. McCaul
James D. McCullough Jr.
Walter A. McHargue
Elizabeth B. McKissick
Jimmie W. McKissick
Ruth T. McMichael
Jimmy C. McTier
Donald R. Michels
Charles D. Middleton
Roger D. Middleton
Gwendolyn B. Moore
Ronald R. Moore
Bennie A. Mygrant
Jean C. Neisler
John W. Nunnemaker Jr.
Donald J. Parker

Tommy G. Parker
Billy W. Parks
Harold C. Parks
Harold J. Peacock Sr.
William R. Peacock
(Col.) David C. Peel
Raul Penaloza
Thomas K. Pfost
Bobbie J. Phillips
James W. Phillips
Robert T. Poss
Walter E. Raleigh
Linda W. Raley
Russell B. Rawlins
Gerald M. Reed
John M. Reid
Kelsie Riggins
Gerald R. Roberts
Roy L. Roberts
Clifton D. Robinson
Sandra L. Setinsek
Isaac Slaughter
George E. Sneed
Gilbert R. Sowash
John W. Stewart
Larry D. Stokes
Walter A. Strange
Andria Paulette Stuckey
Gerald L. Suckow
Betty H. Thompson
Frederick Thompson
Steve Thompson
Virgil D. Tidwell Jr.
Martha A. Tucker
Lavada A. Tyson
Rebecca M. Walker
Herman R. Walters
Tommy J. Warren Jr.
Glenn E. Watson
Larry C. White
Edward M. Wildes
Betty S. Willis
Linda P. Willis
Cecil W. Wilson
James A. Wilson
Johnny P. Wilson
Theron O. Winters
Peter J. Wood

By Ms. Lanorris Askew
lanorris.askew@robins.af.mil

A group of 26 subject mat-
ter experts, training adminis-
trators and managers met for
four days at the Park’s British
Aerospace conference room
in Warner Robins last month
to establish an improved
training process for all orga-
nizations at Robins.

“The success came from
clearly identifying the prob-
lem areas, working as a team
to identify potential solutions,
and laying out an action plan
for execution,” said Mr. Ken

Wallace, event lead.
The next step is establish-

ing timelines for the group’s
proposed action plan, and
scheduling working groups
to work follow-on events and
projects.

“We’re currently meeting
to strategize and put into play
all action items,” he said.

According to Mr. Wallace,
the event was one of five
Center-wide processes iden-
tified by senior leadership
last year and re-emphasized
in the Lean Corporate
Council as a priority for
process improvement. 

“This is one of the first
attempts to apply Lean prin-
ciples to a process across the
entire Center with the support
of upper management,” he
said. “There was positive
feedback from all.”

The goal of this event was
to establish an improved
process to provide standard-
ized, efficient and effective
training to all organizations. 

This improved process will
include determining employee
training requirements, sched-
uling training, maximizing uti-
lization and accurately fore-
casting future requirements.

Lean training event a success
“The success came
from clearly iden-
tifying the prob-
lem areas, working
as a team to iden-
tify potential solu-
tions, and laying
out an action plan
for execution.”  

Mr. Ken Wallace
Lean event lead



Spinning offers heart-pumping
low-impact path to fitness

By Ms. Holly J. Logan
holly.logan@robins.af.mil

When running makes your
soles tired, and aerobics have
lost their step, try giving your
exercise routine a “spin.”

Spinning, the exercise
sensation that spun its first
wheels with cycling enthusi-
ast Mr. Johnny Goldberg
(better known as Johnny G.)
in 1986, has many people
pedaling their way to fitness.

Mr. Michael Zervos, a
two-year spinning instructor
at Robins Fitness Center, said
the exercise set to upbeat
music is a heart-pumping,
low impact alternative to
other cardiovascular condi-
tioning methods.

“I started out taking a few
classes and I really enjoyed
it,” he said. “I had an instruc-
tor tell me I was so good that
I should teach a class.”

The 46-year-old father of
two who has been spinning
for three years said the

indoor activity is a great way
for people of all ages to reach
fitness goals.

“It’s low impact and does-
n’t give your joints that
stomping jar like running and
some other forms of exercise
do,” he said. “It gets your
heart to function at the right
rate to lose weight.”

As with most exercise pro-
grams, Mr. Zervos recom-
mends people consult their
physicians before starting.

More than 20 people par-
ticipate in 11 classes offered
weekly in the old base gym
adjacent to the Fitness
Center. 

Lt. Col. Tim Bernstein,
who has been spinning for

two-and-a-half years, said
the cycling class is a good
addition to any cross training
exercise program.

“You should always vary
your cardio exercise routine
to prevent boredom,” he said.
“If you’re looking for a good
workout, this is it.”

What to know
Robins Fitness Center

offers spinning classes in
the old base gym on a
weekly basis. For more
information, call 926-2128
or visit www.spinning.com. 
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U.S. Air Force photos by Ms. Sue Sapp

Mr. Tree Rollins, former
NBA player and coach
for the Macon Blaze –

one of the nine teams in the
newly-formed World Basketball
Association – visits Robins
Fitness Center and the Youth
Center Feb. 26. Above and right,
Mr. Rollins signs autographs. The
Cordele, Ga., native had an 18
season career with the Atlanta
Hawks, Orlando Magic, Detroit
Pistons, Chicago Bulls,
Cleveland Cavaliers and Houston
Rockets. Mr. Rollins played 11
seasons with the Atlanta Hawks,
setting the record for blocked
shots - 343 - during the 1983-84
season.

Rollins visits Robins Check out the Robins Rev-Up online at:

www.robins.af .mil/pa/revup-online/index.htm
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All in a day’s work

U.S. Air Force photo by Ms. Sue Sapp

Ms. Jackline Baker – Fitness Center recreation assistant
“I’ve been working at

the Fitness Center since
May of last year. I teach
ABS LAB classes, a 30
minute class focusing
on abdominals, legs and
lower back; Live Wire
circuit training which is
cardio and strength
training; and also PTL’s,
physical training lead-
ers, for the units. I teach

flex exercises for the
units as well as boot
camp exercises. I pre-
scribe exercise pro-
grams using the
FitLinxx, and I perform
fitness assessments
using the microfit com-
puter system.

We have an awesome
facility here. It’s a privi-
lege to be working in

this environment.
The best part of my

job is to be able to
motivate others to reach
their goals and once
they’ve reached their
goals I get to enjoy their
success with them. I
also get to meet new
people and it keeps me
physically active at the
same time.”

Four Georgia Air National
Guardsmen have been chosen as
Georgia’s Outstanding Airmen of the
Year. 

Master Sgt. Anthony Davis of the
202nd Engineering Installation
Squadron was chosen as the outstand-
ing first sergeant of the year for 2003. 

This is Sergeant Davis’ second
consecutive win. 

Master Sgt. Benjamin Simmons of
the 116th Logistics Flight here was
selected as outstanding senior non-
commissioned officer of the year. 

Tech. Sgt. Mariyka Burnham of
the 116th Communications Flight
was selected as the outstanding NCO
of the year; and Senior Airman
Mantis L. Pineiro of the 165th Aerial
Port Squadron in Savannah was
selected as Airman of the year. 

These four were selected from
more than 40 enlisted members of the
Georgia Air National Guard, singled
out by individual commanders for
outstanding professional skills,
knowledge and leadership.

– From staff reports

Top enlisted chosen for Georgia ANG

Master Sgt.
Anthony

Davis


